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I’ve been preparing to really organize and get rid of some things that I have accumulated at the house 
over the years.  I have bought containers and different things to help in the process.  I began the task 
two weeks ago.  As I got more involved in packing up some of this stuff from the garage, unknown to 
me, I had more stuff than I thought that I had.  I knew that I had to throw some of it away, but the 
task became more difficult and was taking more time than I thought that it would.   
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It is a task just deciding what to keep and what to throw away.  It all had meaning at some point in 
time.  As I said in prayer on Friday night, my wife will put things in bags to be thrown away and I will 
go back through and take some of it back because it seems important for me to keep it.   This was 
birthed in me years ago.  I’ve been very frugal in my life in the sense that I like to keep things and not 
throw them away.  I believe that this has been both good and bad.  It can be a hinderance to God 
using me if it gets out of balance.  

The process that God took our church through to bring us where we are helped to make me cautious 
about getting rid of things too quickly.  So God used that to produce a positive attribute to help us 
and me to get where He needed me to be.   
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This, again, can be both good and bad.  You have got to know when to hold on and when to let go.  If 
you are holding on to things that you should let go of, it is going to hinder you from the work of the 
Kingdom.  If you are letting go of things that you should hold on to, you could also hinder the work of 
the Kingdom. 

As I thought more on the things that I was going through in my garage, I 
realized that our spiritual lives are much the same way.  We are often holding 

on to stuff that we really don’t need.  Our spiritual lives are full of clutter.   
Jesus told the disciples to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees (Matthew 16).  In the Bible, leaven is 
used to describe two different things.  First, it is used to speak about the influence of the Kingdom of 
God, but I also believe that the scripture teaches that the leaven can symbolize something evil as well.   

I believe that, in the natural, when we allow our space to become too cluttered that it can hinder us in 
a negative way.  In what ways?  Not being able to find things, being disorganized, feeling 
overwhelmed, not realizing what we have, waisting time and money in repurchasing things because 
we don’t realize that we already have them.  The same thing holds true for our spiritual life.  If we 
allow our spiritual life to become cluttered, it can have the same negative effect.  It is very important 
that we use this season of fasting and prayer to clean out the 
old leaven of our lives and not allow it to continue to 
influence our daily living.  We need to clean out the clutter in 
our life so that we won’t waste time looking for things that 
God has already given us.   

This week, as part of our sacrifice, please be honest with 
yourself and surrender something to God that means 
something to you.  This time it may not be a specific type of 
food, it could be TV shows that fill your mind with clutter, 
phone time, computer time, reading non-edifying books, or 
something else that you enjoy doing.  Please meet me in 
prayer on Friday night at 7:30 PM.  We will continue to have 
prayer or Monday night at 7:00 PM.  You may drink 16 oz. of 
100% juice at your lunchtime to help carry you through until 
your one meal after 6 PM.  If you are having to modify your 
fast for medical reasons, take your medicine but be 
accountable and call the office and let my secretary, Loretta 
Lloyd, be aware of your need to adjust our fast. 

In order to grow, we have got to make room in our life for 
what God really wants to do.  Some of us don’t really have 
time for God.  We don’t have time to get into His presence or 
concentrate on what He is saying to us.  We have so much 
going on in our mind that it is cluttered with no room for 
expansion.   

In order for us to be the Salt of the Earth, we have to 
declutter our lives.
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